Cardiac involvement in Becker's muscular dystrophy, necessitating heart transplantation, 6 years before apparent skeletal muscle involvement.
In Becker's muscular dystrophy cardiac abnormalities usually occur after onset of neuromuscular symptoms. We describe a Becker muscular dystrophy patient in whom chronic heart failure, necessitating cardiac transplantation, was the initial manifestation. Neuromuscular symptoms occurred not earlier than 6 years after the initial cardiac symptoms and 5 years after heart transplantation. In conclusion, severe heart failure due to dilated cardiomyopathy may be the initial manifestation of Becker's muscular dystrophy and may predate neuromuscular symptoms for years.